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SECRETARY’S NOTES FROM THE APRIL EXECUTIVE BOARD MEETING 
 
 

 At the moment, the Association doesn't have a regular newsletter or other 
publication to help members keep track of what's going on with respect to Association 
management and other issues. So I'll try to keep members advised of what I think are the 
high points of Executive Board meetings from time to time. These notes aren't "official 
minutes”, just my own personal re-cap of what I think members might want to be kept up 
to date on.   
 

The Swarm List 

 At the past several Board meetings, members have expressed concern about the swarm 

list. Maintaining a swarm list assists the non-beekeeping community to become 

comfortable with the idea of bees being valuable livestock to be conserved, not dangerous 

varmints to be destroyed.  An easily available swarm list helps assure that the general 

public will at least attempt to assure that bees that might otherwise become feral or pests 

are instead hived and maintained. Finally, being listed assists members of the association 

to obtain, on occasion, “free” bees, and who doesn’t want free bees?  

So the Board decided that it would reinstate the publication of a swarm list on the 

Association’s web site, however there will be some changes from the old format, which 

some Board members believed over-emphasized the goal of providing Association 

members with sources of free bees.  The list will be organized by town as in the past, and 

each member’s contact information will be listed in the town where he or she resides.  

Each member will only be listed once.  

 Even if you were on the “old” swarm list, you need to re-apply to be placed on the new 

one.  To be eligible for listing, you must be a member AND must have kept bees at least 

two years, and it is strongly suggested that members have some swarm catching 

experience as well (although this is not required).  Members who are able to do house 

and/or tree cutouts will be so identified.  If you’re a member with 2 years’ experience and 

you want to be listed, please send your name and your phone number (or email address, 

if that’s what you’d rather have posted), to Lori Dobson at loridobson@yahoo.com or mail 



it to RIBA at PO  Box 64, Greenville, RI 02828. Don’t forget to mention that you can do 

building or tree cutouts if you want to do that sort of thing.   

Dues 

Speaking of dues, the Board wanted to remind everyone that April is the month by which 

dues must be paid in order to remain a member in good standing for the following fiscal 

year. If you haven’t paid your annual dues yet, now would be a great time to send your 

check to RIBA, PO Box 64, Greenville, Rhode Island 02828. 

Queen Rearing 

Each year it appears that there comes a time when many beekeepers are asking anyone 

who will listen “do you know where I can get some queens?”  Consistent with the 

purposes of the Association, the Board decided to sponsor two current RIBA members to 

attend a three day workshop in South Deerfield, Massachusetts. The workshop will be led 

by Dr. Lawrence Connor who will be assisted by Dan Conlon of Warm Colors Apiaries. 

The workshop is entitled “The Essentials of Raising Honey Bee Queens” and will be held 

Friday through Sunday, June 13 – 15, 2014.  RIBA will provide the fees for the workshop as 

well as lodging allowance for two nights.  Participants will be responsible for travel 

expenses, food expenses and any material expenses beyond what is provided with the 

class.  Sponsored members must make a long term commitment to RIBA and its members 

to make a good faith effort to raise queens this season and through the fall of 2016. They 

must commit to purchasing any hardware or tools that might be needed to successfully 

raise queens, and to working together with the other sponsored member so that each will 

have the best chances of success. In addition, sponsored members will be responsible for 

reporting their knowledge and experience at least one RIBA meeting in the form of a 

lecture or demonstration. They will be expected to help introduce other RIBA members 

to queen rearing, and, if successful, program queens must be made available to RIBA 

members at a reasonable discounted rate (rate to be determined) through the fall of 2016. 

To be eligible for consideration you must be a member of the Association for at least 2 

years, you must have been an active beekeeper for at least the last four years, you must 

currently have 5 or more hives to work with, and you must have the time required to 

dedicate to this project. If you meet the qualifying criteria and are interested in being 

sponsored by RIBA for this workshop, fill out the application on the RIBA web site and 

mail to RIBA at PO Box 64, Greenville, RI 02828, or email to ribeekeepers@gmail.com not 

later than May 10, 2014.  The RIBA executive board will make a selection from all 

applications received by the deadline date and will notify the selected applicants. 

 



Quick Notes 

The nuc raffled at the spring banquet for this year’s Bee School students has been 

returned to the Association with instructions to raffle it off again at the next meeting.  So 

if you attended this year’s Bee School, don’t forget to attend the next meeting on May 4, 

2012; you might go home with several thousand new friends.   

The Association will be repeating its Intermediate Beekeeping Class this summer at 

Rhode Island College. Details to be announced.  

The next five dates for Association meetings have been set – they are:  

 May 4, 2014, from 2:00 PM to 4:00 PM at the Rocky Hill Grange  
 

 June 8, 2014, from 2:00 PM to 4:00 PM at Jane Dennison's home at 325 Newman 
Ave., Rumford, RI 02916. Jane requested that persons attending park on the side 
streets nearby. 

 

 July 13, 2014 at a location to be determined, from 2:00 PM to 4:00 PM 
 

 August 10, 2014 from 2:00 PM to 4:00 PM at a location to be determined 
 

 September 14, 2014 from 2:00 PM to 4:00 PM at a location to be determined 
 

 


