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SECRETARY’S NOTES FROM THE FALL 
 

 These notes aren't "official minutes”, just my own personal re-cap of what I think 
members might want to be kept up to date on, or that I feel like talking about.  If you 
want to contact me, or anyone else on the executive board, you should go to the 
Association's website at http://ribeekeeper.org/.  My contact information, and contact 
information for the other officers and board members is there.  
 
 The Annual Fall Banquet was held in October; I wasn’t able to attend, but it 
sounds like the food was hot, the beer was cold and the speaker made an interesting 
presentation so everyone had a good time.   
 

Queen Rearing  

 If you follow these notes, you’re aware of the Associations’ nascent queen rearing 

program.  As we go into the winter, I’m lucky enough to have one Johnston raised queen 

in South Kingstown that I bought from Keith Salisbury. She was laying going into the 

winter and I’ll be keeping my fingers crossed until spring.  At the last Executive Board 

meeting, it was agreed that we would ask those members who are engaged in the queen 

rearing project to present to the members at the February general association meeting.   

 In the meantime, the Board is working on acquiring a location where it can install 

some easily accessible Association hives for use in general education and for use by 

members engaged in the queen rearing project (which requires access to a fair number of 

colonies).  If you didn’t get a chance to see Erin McGregor Forbes discuss the importance 

of locally raised queens in September, you missed a great speaker.  The Board is trying to 

get her back for another presentation.   

Foolproof Micro-Brewery 

In my summer notes, I reported on the Association’s joint effort with Foolproof 

Brewery in Pawtucket to produce a small batch of braggot using RIBA honey.  Braggot is a 

malt/honey beverage with roots in medieval times. The Association’s officers had the 

opportunity to taste the results and tour the brewery last week with sales manager 

Stefano Deangelis, and the results are impressive to say the least. The braggot is lightly 



hopped and carbonated, honey colored, with a nice balance between malt and honey 

flavor and it has a pleasant floral finish.  

The official unveiling of the joint product will occur December 13, 2014 (the day 

before our December meeting) at the Foolproof Brewery’s Barrel Release event, and RIBA 

will be there.  The event is scheduled Saturday, December 13th from 7-9 pm at the 

Foolproof facility in Pawtucket.  You can buy a ticket at the brewery or at the on line store 

here: http://www.foolproofbrewing.com/store.  

Tickets are $25 in advance, and $30 at the door, if there are any left.  In return for 

the price, you receive admission to a special tour of the brewery, samples of alternative 

brews, light food offerings from local vendors, and the opportunity to buy bottles of some 

of the brewery’s special products that aren’t available elsewhere.  At this point, we think 

the braggot will only be available for tastings, not purchase, but there will be tasting 

opportunities as long as it holds out and we hope that it will be well received and that 

there will be follow up bottles available soon.  

Bee School 

 The RIBA bee school will hold four (5 week) sessions this year for beginning 

beekeepers.  Betty Mencucci will be teaching at Rhode Island College on dates and times 

to be announced as soon as RIC confirms availability, and there will also be classes 

Thursday nights and Saturday mornings on URI’s main campus. For further information, 

you can check out the Association web site.   

Packages for the Spring 

 There’s at least one local source of bees that I know of, that’s Woods Beekeeping 

Supply and Academy in Lincoln, and I assume Chuck Wood will have packages again this 

year although I haven’t confirmed that.  I don’t personally know of any other sources in 

state, although I bet they’re out there.  

 The Association won’t be doing an “official” bee run this spring. It’s probable that 

some members will be making personal trips out of state to get their own packages, and 

they may bring back extras, or you may be able to piggyback a request that they pick up 

your package.  I’d watch the Facebook site if I were looking for that kind of thing, there’s 

a fair amount of communication going on there.   

  If you’re ordering from out of state, you should watch the internet to see when 

your favorite supplier is accepting orders. Mann Lake is accepting orders right now for 

pickup in Wilkes Barre, Pa. in April. Mann Lake supplies California Italian and New 

http://www.foolproofbrewing.com/store


World Carniolan bees and queens. Cedar Lane in Connecticut is also taking orders for 

California Italians and Carniolans, and it appears they will also have Buckfast queens from 

Canada.   Betterbee in Greenwich NY gets their packages from Georgia, and right now 

they expect to start taking orders in the middle of December.  

Facebook, Yahoo, and RIbeekeepers.org 

Although it has slowed down for the winter a little, the Association has a Facebook site, 

here: https://www.facebook.com/groups/ribeekeepers/?hc_location=stream.  If you’re 

active on Facebook, or can get active, you’ll want to visit it and link it to your own page if 

you have one. There’s a lot of good information and some experienced RIBA members 

read it and answer questions every single day, so if you’re not sure about something, give 

a shout on the site and you’ll get answers fast.  

The Association also maintains a Yahoo Forum, it appears to me that it doesn’t get as 

much use, but maybe I’m not seeing everything that happens; anyway, you can get there 

from the Association’s web site (see below) and get answers to questions about RIBA and 

beekeeping.    

Check out the Association’s main web site as often as you can. It tells you when and 

where meetings are, and we’re beginning to get more information up on beekeeping 

issues.  The swarm list is there, and links to the social media sites, and information about 

what the Board is up to and upcoming speakers 

If you have a concern, or a comment about any of this stuff, feel free to contact any board 

member, including me at sburke@rhbglaw.com, or Lori Dobson at 

loridobson@yahoo.com,  or send a letter to the Rhode Island Beekeepers Association at 

PO Box 64, Greenville, RI 02828.  

Happy Holidays, everyone 

 

Steve Burke 

Secretary 
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